FACT SHEET ON MOUNTAINTOP REMOVAL MINING

What is Mountaintop Removal Mining?

· Mountaintop removal mining is a form of strip mining in which coal companies use explosives to blast as much as 800 to 1000 feet off the tops of mountains in order to reach the coal seams that lie underneath.

· The resulting millions of tons of rock, dirt, and vegetation are dumped into surrounding valleys, burying miles of streams under piles of rubble hundreds of feet deep.

Environmental Impacts of Mountaintop Removal Mining

· Between 1992 and 2010, 2,000 miles of headwater streams were buried as a result of surface


mining at a pace of 120 miles per year, according to the EPA.

· EPA reports that existing Appalachian surface mining operations have deforested an area the


size of Delaware.

· The forested mountains of central and southern Appalachia have the highest biodiversity outside


the tropics.

· In West Virginia some MTR mines cover over 10,000 acres (more than 15 square miles).

· There are more than 6,600 valley fills in West Virginia, Virginia, Kentucky, and Tennessee.

Health Impacts of MTR and Coal Mining

· A 2009 report estimated that coal mining is costing Appalachia five times more in premature


deaths, $42 billion, than it provides the region in all jobs, taxes and other economic benefits,


which total just $8 billion.

· Elevated levels of airborne, hazardous dust are documented around surface mining operations.

· Numerous recent studies have confirmed that health disparities exist in coal impacted regions of


Appalachia compared with other parts of the region and nation. The disparities include elevated


mortality rates for total causes, lung cancer, and some chronic illnesses.
,
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 These studies 
suggest that environmental pollution from coal mining is a contributing factor to elevated 
mortality (along with higher poverty, lower education, and smoking).

· A 2010 study found a statistically significant relationship between residence in a high coal mining area and increased human cancer mortality. Human cancer rates are linked to environmental quality even after accounting for other major risks such as smoking.

· A 2008 study using survey data of more than 16,000 West Virginians found that residents in major coal counties had a 70 percent increased risk of kidney disease, a 64 percent increased risk of developing chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (e.g. emphysema), and were 30 percent more likely to report high blood pressure.

· States have advisories about consumption of selenium in fish from MTR affected waters.

Communities Destroyed

· MTR is displacing families and emptying communities across Appalachia. Energy companies aggressively seek to buy out homeowners living near proposed MTR sites. Many residents feel extreme pressure.

· A Congressional Research Service report writes that MTR “has forced the relocation of whole


communities.”
 

Economics of MTR and coal mining

Coal is not the lifeblood of the Appalachian economy

· Taking into account all revenues and expenditures, the coal industry cost the state of West Virginia $97.5 million during the 2009 fiscal year.
 The state is propping up the coal industry.

· In Kentucky, the coal industry cost the state nearly $115 million during the 2006 fiscal year,


taking into account all revenues and expenditures.

· In Tennessee, the coal industry cost the state approximately $3.0 million in the 2009 fiscal year,


accounting for all revenues and expenditures.

· While the Appalachian coal industry is estimated to provide $8.1 billion in total annual regional


economic gains, excess economic costs relative to benefits of mining are estimated to be


between $8.236 billion and $18.166 billion.

· Areas with heavy mining have the highest unemployment rates in Appalachia. In fact, the


highest levels of unemployment and lowest incomes are located in the parts of Appalachia 
where the heaviest mining takes place.

What the Coal Industry Says

· The coal industry defends MTR by saying reclaimed mine sites provide flat land for development. In Kentucky, since 1999, however, development was planned for less than 3 percent of the roughly half-million acres of land covered by surface-mining permits. That amounts to less than 14,000 acres scheduled to be reclaimed for commercial, residential, industrial or recreational development, according to data from the Kentucky Division of Mine Permits.

Can Renewable Energy Replace MTR?

· The Appalachian Regional Commission found that the four states lying within the Central Appalachian region could generate a total of 52,000 new jobs in the renewable energy manufacturing sectors for wind, solar, and biomass (26,000 in Tennessee alone).

· West Virginia has been estimated to have nearly 4,000 megawatts of utility-scale wind potential.
 The National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) estimated that the development of just half of that wind potential could result in 6,000 new local jobs during construction, 1,000 to 5,000 manufacturing jobs, and 800 jobs in the operation and maintenance of the wind farms.
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