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Glossary of Terms

Dragline – This massive piece of machinery costs $100 million to purchase and $1 million to move to another mine site.  A dragline stands 22 stories high and can hold 24 compact cars in its bucket.

Impoundments/Sludge Dams – Open ponds used to store slurry, each of which can hold millions (sometimes billions) of gallons of toxic sludge.  Impoundments are often constructed by dumping overburden at the foot of a hollow creating a large basin.  These piles of refuse can rank among the highest dams in the world. As of 2001, there were over 600 impoundments in Appalachia.

Mountaintop removal coal mining – A destructive form of strip mining that involves blasting off mountaintops to get at thin coal seams and then pushing the excess debris into valleys.  One mountaintop removal mine can strip up to 10 square miles and dump hundreds of millions of pounds of waste into as many as 12 valley fills that can be 1,000 feet wide and 1 mile long.

Overburden – The excess debris created when using explosives to blast away mountaintop to get at coal seams.  This debris is pushed into nearby valleys, creating valley fills.

Sludge/Slurry – Coal is washed to clean it of impurities before it is transported to coal-fired power plants or other industrial plants.  The water left over from this process contains coal particles and other toxins such as chromium, arsenic, mercury, lead, and copper to form a mixture with the consistency of soft serve ice cream.  

Valley Fills – A valley fill is created when the excess debris or "overburden" from a mining site is dumped into the adjacent valley.  These unstable structures can contain millions of tons of debris and have been described as a mountain turned inside out, upside down.  Valley fills can reach heights of 600 feet and stretch over a mile long.  Regulators in three Appalachian states (West Virginia, Virginia, and Kentucky) have approved nearly 6,000 valley fills that will bury 75,000 acres of streams.

 Other Organizations

	Coalfield Sustainability Project

PO Box 86

Naoma, WV  25140

www.coalfieldsustainability.org

(304) 854-2324
	Appalachian Voices

Boone, NC

www.appvoices.org

(877) 277-8642

	Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition

Huntington, WV

www.ohvec.org

(304) 522-0246
	Kentuckians for the Commonwealth

London, KY

www.kftc.org

(606) 878-2161 



	Christians for the Mountains

www.christiansforthemountains.org
	Mountain Justice Summer www.mountainjusticesummer.org
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